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producing at least one mild area in the steel sheet product, 
the mild area having a hardness substantially less than the 
hardness of the at— l-eia:s-fe-^a pcjfrtion of the steel sheet product; 
and 

forming the at least o/ie mild area in the steel sheet 
product .-- 

— 12. The method of Anaking a sheet steel product according 
to Claim 11 wherein said step of forming the at least one mild 
area in the steel sheet product comprises removing at least a 
section of the at least/ one mild area in the steel sheet 
product. — 

— yS. The method of making a sheet steel product according 
to Claim ^ wherein said step of hardening at least a portion of 
the steel sheet product to a hardness comprises rapidly cooling 
the at least a portion of the steel sheet product. — 

^--j^^ rjij^3 method of making a steel sheet product according 
to Claim >ar^wherein said step of producing at least one mild area 
in the steel sheet product comprises preventing the at least one 
mild area from rapidly cooling. — 

-■^5. The method of making a sheet steel product according 
to Claim wherein said step of providing a *tool*for holding the 
steel sheet comprises providing a two-piece tool for holding the 
steel sheet. — 

— 356*. The method of making a sheet steel product according 
to CI axm J|f^^/herein said step of removing at least a section of 
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the at least one mild area in the steel sheet product comprises 
machining the at least one mild area in the steel sheet 
product . — 

^ -;^?^r7 . The method of making a steel sheet product according 
to Claim wherein said step of preventing the at least one mild 
area from rapidly cooling comprises maintaining a distance 
between the two-piece tool and the at least one mild area in the 
steel sheet. — 

^ — J^. The method of making a steel sheet product according 
to Claim J?e*vherein said step of preventing the at least one mild 
area from rapidly cooling comprises providing at least one heat 
insulating portion in the two-piece tool adjacent the at least 
one mild area. — 

^ --v^. The method of making a steel sheet product according 
to CI aim Jr'^^wherein said step of providing at least one heat 
insulating portion in the two-piece tool adjacent the at least 
one mild area comprises positioning at least one heat insulating 
insert in the two-piece tool adjacent the at least one mild 
area . — 

„2!6. The method of making a steel sheet product according 
to Claim wherein said step of positioning at least one heat 
insulating insert in the two-piece tool adjacent the at least one 
mild area comprises positioning at least one ceramic insert in 
the two-piece tool adjacent the at least one mild area. — 



The method of making a steel sheet product according 
to Claim ^ wherein said step of positioning at least one heat 
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insulating insert in the two-piece tool adjacent the at least one 
mild area comprises positioning an induction-cooling element in 
the two-piece tool adjacent the at least one mild area. — 



— The method of making a steel sheet product according 
to Claim wherein said step of producing at least one mild area 
in the steel sheet product comprises tempering at least one 
portion of the at least a portion of the steel sheet product. — 

/LJ method of making a sheet steel product according 

to Claim wherein said step of removing at least a section of 
the at least one mild area in the steel sheet product comprises 
machining the at least one mild area in the steel sheet 
product. — 

The method of makinq a sheet steel nroduct accordina 
to Claim ^2^wherein said step of providing a tool for holding the 
steel sheet comprises providing a two-piece tool for holding the 
steel sheet. — 

— The method of making a steel sheet product according 
to Claim comprising the step of removing the steel sheet 
product from the two-piece tool after said step of tempering at 
least one portion of the at least a portion of the steel sheet 
product. — 

— 2^ The method of making a steel sheet product according 
to Claim comprising the step of removing the steel sheet 
product from the two-piece tool before said step of tempering at 
least one portion of the at least a portion of the steel sheet 
product . — 
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